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Intro to Puppetry

Instructor: Nathaniel Niemi 			          	Office Location: The Sharon Warehouse
Meeting Times: Tuesdays 1pm-4pm     		  Email: Nathaniel.Niemi@Thevillages.com
November 15th – December 6th                                                         Phone: (352) 751-7799 x5703
Location: The Sharon Warehouse Rehearsal Room                        
702 Duck Lake Rd., Lady Lake, FL 32159

Course Goal/Objectives
Let’s explore puppetry! In this four week course, students will explore the building of puppets and the magic of bringing inanimate objects to life. Students will have the opportunity to construct shadow, hand and rod puppets, learn strategies for manipulation and explore origins and traditions of puppetry. Looking to discover some new skills, make new friends and build some puppets along the way? This class is for you. No previous experience required.  

The components of Intro to Puppetry are:
Puppet Construction: Students will practice building puppets. Students will construct a glove puppet and create shadow puppets.
Puppet Manipulation: Students will learn how to use breath, weight and focus to bring inanimate objects to life. Students will practice manipulating various types of puppets.
Puppet Exploration: Students will collaborate in the creation of short puppet scenes and sketches.
Puppet History and Traditions: Students will learn about the origins of puppetry and traditional practices which inform puppetry today.


Tangibles
Students will be able to construct glove and shadow puppets
Students will understand the techniques for manipulation. 
Students will be able to use breath, focus and weight to animate an object.
Students will be able to create performances that use puppets. 
Students will know the origins and history of puppetry forms.





Student Code of Conduct_______________________________________________________________
To make the most of your time in this class I invited you to the following:
· Please arrive at every class period on time and prepared.


· Please feel free to bring whatever you would like to use for taking notes in class. This could be a laptop, tablet or pencil/paper or other writing apparatus, whatever helps you find your flow! Outlets and extension cords will be available.

· Please do not bring weapons of any kind to class. 

· Please wear comfortable clothing and footwear to class. We want you to feel comfortable, free and cozy while telling stories and participating in physical movement and moving puppets.

· Please be a respectful and responsive classmate to both your fellow students and your instructor. It is our hope that students will engage in active listening, fully commit to classroom activities and provide reflection and constructive feedback to one another. Rude or discriminatory behavior of any kind will not be tolerated.

· Storytelling can be a deeply personal experience. Sometimes storytelling and creating art invites students to investigate deep, emotionally vulnerable places in their lives. Sometimes personal information about the student is revealed in this process. Class time is considered sacred, and the events during class should never be discussed outside of class, thus protecting the privacy of the student and/or individual process. The rehearsal room needs to be a safe space. “What’s said here stays here, what’s learned here leaves here.”

· All feedback given by an instructor is considered “constructive criticism.” Anytime an instructor provides feedback to performers it is never a commentary on them as a human being but rather an opportunity to improve skills. It is requested that students be open to this part of the process.

· The two rules of the type of caring classroom we aim to create could perhaps be summed up as: 
1. Try your best. 
2. Take care of each other. 

If the instructor for the course feels that you have not honored this code, behavior will be addressed and in extreme cases may result in dismissal from the class without a refund.



SCHEDULE


Week 1:	Getting Started/What is Puppetry?!
· Welcome/Waivers
· Expectations and Syllabus
· What is puppetry?
· History of Puppetry
· Breath, Weight, focus
· Newspaper manipulation
· Toy Theatre
· Constructing narrative/story- discover absorb react act 
· Begin the sewing of glove puppets
· Homework: Create a 1 minute piece of toy theatre. 

Week 2: 	Glove Puppets! 
· Welcome/ Story Warm Up
· Share toy theatre pieces
· Origins and traditions of glove puppetry
· Creating glove puppets
· Manipulation of glove puppets
· Alternates-sock puppets, hand mouth puppets, 
· Speaking text! Eyeballs
· Create glove puppet duets 
· Homework: Create a short piece with your glove puppet!

Week 3:	Shadow Puppetry
· Welcome/Warm Up/Improv
· Share glove puppet pieces
· Origins and traditions of shadow puppetry
· Shadow puppet mechanics
· Shadow puppet creation
· Shadow puppet manipulation
· Create shadow puppet scenes
· Homework: Create a short shadow piece to share

[bookmark: _GoBack]Week 4:	Bunraku Puppetry and Wrap-Up 
· Welcome/ Warm Up
· Rehearse shadow pieces
· Share shadow pieces
· Origins and traditions of Bunraku puppetry
· Create Bunraku puppets
· Manipulation of Bunraku puppets
· Create short Bunraku scenes
· Showcase of favorite pieces-Puppet Slam
· Wrap up and Reflect
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