[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/WBqlS8ERUAr6JZ6ns0Q5iD7Odc3LLmVtApl_mUYn7Bcd9jWUtKiWIvTFXwY1jSagx913Ie29ZR2tx2loch_J1lKCPLOC0MQQ9INCmbtQVJ1p98_9ZReF3PrdAdsungFnBvecKOhuLD7JI1A7]

Level 1: Basics for the Actor


Instructor: Nathaniel Niemi 				Office Location: The Studio Warehouse
Meeting Times: Wednesdays 1-4pm     		 Email: Nathaniel.Niemi@Thevillages.com
September 14th- October 19th                                                          Phone: (352) 751-7799 x5703
Location: The Studio Warehouse Rehearsal Room                        
702 Duck Lake Rd., Lady Lake, FL 32159
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Course Goal/Objectives
The goal of this course is to provide the student with a fundamental knowledge of acting. Whether someone has or doesn’t have experience acting on stage or film, on a daily basis almost anyone can classify himself or herself as an actor. This course seeks to provide the student with tools he/she will not only utilize on stage, but hopefully provide the student with a better understanding of the “role playing” he/she does in daily life. The student will learn how to build on those tools both personally and professionally. By the completion of this course the student will have a basic knowledge of the preparation an actor utilizes in warm-up exercises, reading a script, auditioning, developing a character and finally performing the character. Acting is a representation of life. Through a combination of emotional, physical and mental techniques the actor creates a living, breathing character. The exercises and material covered in the weeks ahead will help the student to realize that acting is a portrayal of people in every walk of life and a fundamental part of each and every person.

Level 1: Basics for the Actor 
The goal of this course is to provide students with a fundamental knowledge of acting. Level 1 will utilize scene assignments consisting of 2-3 actors per scene, assigned by the instructor for the class. By the completion of this class, students will have a working knowledge of the language utilized in the acting profession, an introductory understanding of building a character through actions and the ability to read and analyze a script, as an actor. The components of Level 1 are: Acting Terminology, Understanding Actions for the Actor and Script Analysis for the Actor

· Acting Terminology
All professions have a terminology (a verbal and written shorthand, if you will) of terms and written symbols. Acting is no different. This class will include a visual and verbal roadmap of the words and symbols often utilized by actors and directors in a rehearsal process.


· Understanding Actions for the Actor
Acting is active! Part of creating purpose on stage is developing a strong vocabulary of action words to motivate the character (in acting, everything from baking a cake, to making a bed, has a purpose in telling the story). Building off the terminology section of the class, this component teaches students how to develop and utilize a strong vocabulary of action words. 


· Script Analysis for the Actor
All theatre artists utilize some aspect of script analysis in their creative process. However, developing this skillset differs depending on your area of specialization. Script Analysis for the Actor, instructs students how to read and study a play as an actor researches his or her character. 

Student Code of Conduct_______________________________________________________________
To make the most of your time in this class I invited you to the following:
· Please arrive at every class period on time and prepared.

· Having all lines memorized for scenes or monologues on the date designated by your instructor.

· Please bring what you would like to use for taking notes in class. This could be a laptop, tablet or pencil/paper or other writing apparatus.

· Please do not bring weapons of any kind to class. 

· Please wear comfortable clothing and footwear to class. We want you to feel safe, comfortable, free and cozy while rehearsing scenes and participating in physical movement activities.

· Please be a respectful and responsive classmate to both your fellow students and your instructor. It is our hope that students will engage in active listening, fully commit to classroom activities and provide reflection and constructive feedback to one another. Rude or discriminatory behavior of any kind will not be tolerated.

· All props utilized for scene work that could be potentially dangerous must be pre-approved by instructor and will be provided by the student.

· Acting is a deeply personal experience. Often acting will require students to investigate deep, emotionally vulnerable places in their life or the lives of the character they are portraying. Sometimes personal information about the student can be revealed in this process.  Class time is considered sacred, and the events during class should never be discussed outside of class, thus protecting the privacy of the student and his or individual process of acting.  

· Often scenes work can involve physical interaction between two students. Once a scene has been assigned, a student must notify an instructor (privately) if they are uncomfortable with the required physical interaction. 

· No physical contact (particularly aspects of scenes that include staged romance or staged physical altercations) should be utilized without consulting the instructor and your scene partner.

· All feedback given by an instructor is considered “constructive criticism.” Anytime an instructor provides feedback to performers it is never a commentary on them as a human being but rather an opportunity to improve skills. It is requested that students be open to this part of the process.

· The two rules of the type of caring classroom we aim to create could perhaps be summed up as: 
1. Try your best. 
2. Take care of each other. 

If the instructor for the course feels that you have not honored this code, behavior will be addressed and in extreme cases may result in dismissal from the class without a refund.
SCHEDULE

Week 1: Getting Started
 	
· Welcome/Waivers
· Expectations and Syllabus
· Setting Goals
· What is Acting?
· Acting Terminology
· Acting is reacting

Homework Week 1:
Acting Clip: Find a short clip (2-5mins. long) from a movie or filmed play online that showcases some good acting. Fill out your Acting Reaction Sheet. 

Week 2: Scene Analysis
· Welcome/ Check-in
· Review acting clips
· Warm-ups
· 9 Character Questions
· Given Circumstances
· GOTE Super-objective
· Beat Changes
· Open Scenes
· Improvisations 
· Scene assignments 
Homework Week 2:
Scene Assignments: The instructor will handout and email scenes and scripts. Answer Uta Hagen’s 9 questions for your character in the scene you will begin working on. Read your lines out loud at least three times and mark where you think the beat changes are.  
		

Week 3: Rehearsing Scenes
· Welcome/ Reflection
· Warm-ups/ Improvisation
· Review Character and beat analysis
· Strategies for Rehearsal and Memorization
· Working scenes in groups of two
Homework Week 3: Rehearse with your partner twice this week. Compromise and mark beat changes together. Rehearse the scene on your feet. Start to block it. Complete the character chart handout.


Week 4: Rehearsing Scenes
· Welcome/ Warm-ups
· Mapping the space
· Props list/ costume list
· Blocking Notation
· Blocking work with partner
· Rehearse with Feedback	

Homework Week 4: 
Rehearse with your partner twice outside of class. Use props and costume pieces. Work on Memorization. 


Week 5: Rehearsing Scenes 
· Welcome/ Warm-ups
· Rehearse Scenes with feedback
· Work scenes in groups of two 
Homework Week 5: 
Rehearse with your partner twice outside of class. Use props and costume pieces. Finish Memorization.


Week 6: Perform Final Scenes (Memorized)
· Welcome/Warm-ups
· Final Scene performances and reflection
· Class Wrap-up






I have read and understand the code of conduct for courses at The Sharon L. Morse Performing Arts Center and adhere to these rules and regulations. 



__________________________						__________________________
Student’s name (Please Print) 						Date



__________________________
Students Signature
  

________________________
Nathaniel Niemi, B.A., M.F.A									
Director of Education
The Sharon L. Morse Performing Arts Center	
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