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Level 2: Character and Scene Study


Instructor: Nathaniel Niemi				
Office Location:  The Studio Warehouse
Email: Nathaniel.Niemi@Thevillages.com 
Phone: (352) 751-7799 x5703
Meeting Times: Mondays 1-4pm, April 11th through May 16th
Location: The Studio Warehouse Rehearsal Room, 702 Duck Lake Rd., Lady Lake, FL 32159
Prerequisite: Level 1: Basics for the Actor 


Course Goal/Objectives
This course will provide the student with further practice in acting through the creation of a character and pursuit of truth in performance. Students will discover how to use voice, physicality, listening and responding, script analysis and playable actions to pursue truthful moments on stage. Through exercises and advanced scene work, students will have an opportunity to sharpen their acting skills at a deeper level.


Level 2: Character and Scene Study
The goal of this course is to provide students with further training in the knowledge and practice of acting. Character and Scene Study is a practice in creating truthful characters on stage with an emphasis on voice, body and physicality, listening and responding, playable actions and script analysis. This course will utilize scene assignments consisting of 2-3 actors per scene, assigned by the instructor and/or chosen by the student with instructor. After successful completion of level 1 in our curriculum, the components of level 2 are: 

Warm-ups
Vocal Techniques
Body and Physicality
Listening and Responding
Actions for the Actor
Script Analysis for the Actor










· Warm-ups
In order to achieve more flexibility, both physically and vocally, many actors prepare their voices and bodies with a series of warm-ups, prior to auditions or performances. This class begins with a study of techniques often utilized by performers to enhance their skills.

· Vocal Technique
Students will explore how breath and vocal techniques may be used to create a character. 
Students will explore power, pace, pattern, passion, intent, emphasis, and meaning. 

· Body and Physicality
Students will explore how physical choices create character. Students will explore shape, size, space attitude, composition, rhythm, and emphasis.

· Listening and Responding
Acting is reacting. Listening and responding to what is happening on stage is key in unlocking the truth of a scene. By placing our focus on our scene partner we are freed from self-consciousness and learn to react truthfully. 

· Actions for the Actor
Acting is Doing! Actors will continue to build on the action work begun in Acting 1, this component continues to teach students how to develop and utilize a strong vocabulary of action words. 

· Script Analysis for the Actor
Script Analysis for the Actor allows students to continue analysis of text. Students will practice identifying and applying the given circumstances, goals, obstacles, tactics and expectations that drive their character’s actions throughout the play




Student Code of Conduct:
To make the most of your time in this class I invited you to the following:
· Please arrive at every class period on time and prepared.
 
· Having all lines memorized for scenes or monologues on the date designated by your instructor.
 
· Please bring what you would like to use for taking notes in class. This could be a laptop, tablet or pencil/paper or other writing apparatus.
 
· Please do not bring weapons of any kind to class.
 
· Please wear comfortable clothing and footwear to class. We want you to feel safe, comfortable, free and cozy while rehearsing scenes and participating in physical movement activities.
 
· Please be a respectful and responsive classmate to both your fellow students and your instructor. It is our hope that students will engage in active listening, fully commit to classroom activities and provide reflection and constructive feedback to one another. Rude or discriminatory behavior of any kind will not be tolerated.
 
· All props utilized for scene work that could be potentially dangerous must be pre-approved by instructor and will be provided by the student.
 
· Acting is a deeply personal experience. Often acting will require students to investigate deep, emotionally vulnerable places in their life or the lives of the character they are portraying. Sometimes personal information about the student can be revealed in this process.  Class time is considered sacred, and the events during class should never be discussed outside of class, thus protecting the privacy of the student and his or individual process of acting. 
 
· Often scenes work can involve physical interaction between two students. Once a scene has been assigned, a student must notify an instructor (privately) if they are uncomfortable with the required physical interaction.
 
· No physical contact (particularly aspects of scenes that include staged romance or staged physical altercations) should be utilized without consulting the instructor and your scene partner.
 
· All feedback given by an instructor is considered “constructive criticism.” Anytime an instructor provides feedback to performers it is never a commentary on them as a human being but rather an opportunity to improve skills. It is requested that students be open to this part of the process.
 
· The two rules of the type of caring classroom we aim to create could perhaps be summed up as:
1.   	Try your best.
2.   	Take care of each other.
 
If the instructor for the course feels that you have not honored this code, behavior will be addressed and in extreme cases may result in dismissal from the class without a refund.


SCHEDULE

Week 1`	Introduction
· Expectations/ Go over syllabus
· Review Level I (What do you recall?)
· Warm-Ups, Body and Voice Traits
· The Physical 5 exercises
· Homework: Find acting clips that show extreme vocal and physical choices.


Week 2: 	Exploration of Physicality
· Review half of the acting clips
· Warm-Up, Review Body Traits
· Laban Workshop
· Scene Assignments
· Read Thru Scenes
· Homework: Meet to rehearse and analyze scenes, complete physical workseet


Week 3:	Exploration of Vocal
· Review second half of acting clips
· Warm-Ups, Review Vocal Traits
· Linklater Workshop 
· The Verbal 5 Exercises
· Rehearse Scenes in Class
· Homework: Rehearse Scenes, Work on Memorization, Complete vocal worksheet

Week 4:	Working Scenes 
· Warm-ups/Games
· Rehearse scenes with feedback
· Homework: Rehearse/Memorize Scenes 

Week 5:	Working Scenes (Memorized)
· Warm-ups/Games
· Work scenes with your partner
· Share and discuss choices
· Homework: Rehearse Scenes

Week 6:	Perform Final Scenes (Memorized)
· Discuss physical and vocal character work actor found for the scene on his/her own 
· Wrap-up




I have read and understand the code of conduct for courses at The Sharon L. Morse Performing Arts Center and adhere to these rules and regulations. 



__________________________						__________________________
Student’s name (Please Print) 						Date



__________________________
Students Signature
  

________________________
Nathaniel Niemi, M.F.A									
Director of Education
The Sharon L. Morse Performing Arts Center	
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